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Montessori School of Wooster Mission Statement 
 
To provide a hands-on, individualized Montessori program which fosters self-confidence and 
creative thinking in an environment of peace, respect and compassion. 
 

What is Montessori School of Wooster’s philosophy of 
online learning?  
 
Montessori School of Wooster’s  goal of online learning is to ensure learning and teaching 
continues in the event of a prolonged school closure. Montessori School of Wooster may close 
for a number of reasons including emergency situations or government recommendations. 
During this time the goal is to carry on learning, but not necessarily replicate a traditional school 
day as per our daily schedules. Students should be able to independently extend their learning 
through the guidance of their teacher and support of family members. 

 
What do parents need to know about online learning at 
Montessori School of Wooster?  
 
At Montessori School of Wooster we recognize that the prolonged closure of our school is not 
ideal, however the safety of all stakeholders is our main priority. During this time teachers and 
administrators will be in regular communication with you to ensure you are kept informed and 
know what to expect in the days ahead. As we transition from a classroom to an online learning 
environment, there may be feelings of uncertainty and anxiety, which is to be expected. You can 
support your child/ren in their learning by: 
 

● Providing an environment conducive to learning (access to technology, safe and 
quiet space during daytime). 

● Engaging in conversations on posted materials, assignments. 
● Monitoring time spent engaging in online and offline learning, including variables like 

that of preferred learning times (morning, afternoon, evening). 
● Support emotional balance by providing ample room and time for reflection, physical 

activity, conversation, and play. 
 
During this difficult time we want to continue to provide your child with the opportunity to access 
our engaging curriculum and further their understanding of the world around them. 
 



 

 
What is online learning like? 
 
When designing learning experiences for students to complete, teachers should keep in mind 
the following: 
 

● There are two kinds of online learning and teaching: synchronous (happening 
collaboratively and at the same time with a group of online learners) and 
asynchronous (happening at any time, not necessarily in a group). 

● Some families have more than one child attending school; children may have to share 
a computer; other students may not have direct access to electronic devices, including 
computers and printers 

● With the exception of toddlers and preschoolers, parents should not be placed in the 
role of teaching; students should be able to independently carry out the tasks assigned 
by teachers including access to the material. 

● Learning is authentic and can occur online or offline (e.g. reading, exercise, drawing, 
playing, constructing, writing, and etc. are perfectly acceptable virtual school day 
tasks that can be photographed, videoed or turned in upon return to school). 

● The platform that will be used to distribute and collect the work students complete. In 
Upper Elementary and Middle School this should be done via Google Drive. For 
students in toddler, Children’s House and Lower Elementary, this can be done in Google 
Classroom or via email to the parents using the Montessori School of Wooster staff 
e-mail or Montessori Compass.  e.g. teacherlastname@woomontessori.org 

 
What is Montessori School of Wooster’s responsibility for 
online learning? 

 
When planning activities for your students the following guidelines should be met: 

● It is expected that teachers can work from home or at school, provided it is in                
compliance with guidelines provided during the emergency causing the closing. 

● Providing a balance of synchronous and asynchronous learning activities. 
● During the days of prolonged school closure, tasks should be posted/emailed out no             

later than 8:30am (EST). Preferably, work should be posted/emailed out the           
evening before; 

● Create questions and inquiries that require students to embed their 
personal experiences and context into their work. 
Teachers should be available to students online, either through email or through video 
conferencing for two hours per day. This can be continuous or split into segments; in 
long-term situations, teachers should post consistent hours, which may be different by 
day to meet the needs of your students (eg Tu-Th-Fr 9-11 AM; Mo-We 1-3 PM). We 
recognize that there will be exceptions, but the goal is to provide as much consistency 
and clarity as we can for our students). The times you will be available to students and 
families each day should be communicated to students/parents when you send their 
work to them. 

● There should be a variety of work available for students to complete, including 
math, reading, writing, art, unit of inquiry etc. 



 

● A balance of tasks should be assigned to ensure the student is not just sat at a computer 
to complete everything. The book How to be an Explorer of the World by Keri Smith has 
some wonderful inquiry-based activities for any age of children. MSW will provide copies 
of this book to staff. 

● Specialist teachers should also provide tasks for students in Kindergarten to Grade 6. 
● We should continue to offer a rigorous program of learning and assessment. 

For instance, 
○ Provide a high level of detail for all learning experiences 
○ Where appropriate specify formative and summative assessments 

submission procedures (practice only, no submission; submission to Google 
Classroom; submission via email) 

○ Continue to assess via projects and quizzes in the upper grades  
● Assignments can be assigned through online subscriptions (e.g. 

abcya.com, prodigygame.com khanacademy.com, and apps like Brain 
Pop) and communicated through email or Google Classroom. 

● Begin posts & emails with a warm and friendly introduction (live and/or pre-recorded 
video greetings are encouraged). Loss of face to face contact for an extended 
period can be an issue for some students. 

● Be flexible, responsive and positive. Students will be affected by the closure in 
different ways. Parents may be unable to support due to schedules and so late 
submissions/responses or none at all are to be expected. 

● If a student has difficulty accessing your Google Classroom, the teacher and/or 
administration will need to support the student/family via email or video 
conferencing.  Business Hangouts included in our Google Suite for Education to 
conference. 

● Where possible we encourage online group conversations (e.g., Microsoft Teams, Business 
Hangouts, Skype, and Zoom). 

● Maintain regular communication with families (i.e. Grade Level News). 
● After students have submitted their work, be sure to provide qualitative feedback. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

How does online learning work? 
Below are some examples of what activities and tasks might look like, as well as information on 
synchronous and asynchronous tasks. 

 
Preschool - Kindergarten Expectations 
 

● Work will be emailed out to parents and communicated through your class blog (Montessori 
Compass) 

● Provide instructions for parents/caregivers to carry out learning tasks with their 
child. Examples may include: 

○ Reading a book with your child (not language specific), create a 
pictorial reflection of a story 

○ Learning walk outside - connect classroom unit to learning walk experience 
○ Physical activities 
○ Create opportunity for engaging in creative play - puppets, collage, puzzles 
○ Completing a math-based inquiry task 
○ Creating a 3D craft 
○ Sharing observations 
○ Limit exposure to TV and device 

 
Grade 1-8 Expectations 
 

● Email (Lower Elementary) and Google Classroom (Upper Elementary and 
Middle School) will be the virtual platforms used to communicate work. 

● In Lower Elementary specialist teachers will share tasks with the classroom teachers. 
In Upper Elementary and Middle School, specialist teachers will assign tasks through 
Google classroom. 

● Students do not need to be given a lesson for every subject presented each day; 
rather, how can we make connections between the learning to ensure they are 
extending essential skills? Over the course of the week, students should engage in 
deep learning in all subjects that would normally be taught. 

● Students may be presented new material via a “flipped” video lesson or reading; in 
this case, teachers should plan for reflection, assessment, and review of the material 



 

Examples of Synchronous and Asynchronous activities?. 
 

 
Synchronous learning refers to a learning event in which a group of students are 
engaging in learning at the same time. ... For example, use of instant messaging or live 
chat, webinars and video conferencing allow for students and teachers to collaborate 
and learn in real time. 
 
Asynchronous Learning is most commonly applied to various forms of digital and 
online learning in which students learn from instruction—such as prerecorded video 
lessons or game-based learning tasks that students complete on their own—that is not 
being delivered in person or in real time. 
 
There is an expectation that both types of learning will occur during closures. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
Possible online learning websites 
 

● PS - PK 
○ https://jr.brainpop.com/ (free membership is schools are forced to close) 
○ https://www.freechildrenstories.com/ 
○ https://www.ABCya!.com 
○ https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/ 
○ https://www.takeyourmarks.co.uk 
 

● PK - Grade 2 
○ https://www.getepic.com/educators 
○ https://www.storylineonline.net/ 
○ https://storytimefromspace.com/ 
○ https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 
○ https://www.worldbookday.com/storytime-online/ 
○ http://www.loyalbooks.com/genre/Children 
○ https://nearpod.com/ 
○ https://www.youtube.com/ 
○ https://www.easypolls.net/ 

 
● Grade 3 - Grade 8 

○ http://www.gutenberg.org/ 
○ http://www.prodigygame.com 
○ https://www.classcraft.com/ 
○ https://scratch.mit.edu/ 
○ https://www.quill.org/ 
○ https://info.flipgrid.com/ 
○ https://www.time4writing.com/free-writing-resources/ 
○ https://nearpod.com/ 
○ https://www.padlet.com 
○ https://boomwriter.com/ 
○ https://shapegrams.com/ 
○ https://parlayideas.com/ 
○ https://www.youtube.com/ 
○ www.zoom.us 
○ https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/ 
○ https://www.wonderopolis.org/ 
○ https://www.merlot.org/merlot/ 
○ https://piktochart.com/ 
○ https://www.beautiful.ai/ 
○ https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhibitions 
○ https://www.readworks.org/ 
○ https://www.khanacademy.com 
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